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STEP 1. Choose a puzzle with a lot going on. 
The more animals, characters, and activities 
happening in the scene, the better!

STEP 2. Select a small group of students. 
At the start, designate one person to begin 
telling a story. This story should relate 
to the puzzle itself, so display the box or 
picture prominently in your puzzle area.

STEP 3. Each time someone finds a puzzle 
piece that fits, they get to take over the 
story, building on it from the last person. 
Encourage your students to gradually add 
to the story so it continues for a long time.

STEP 4. After a certain amount of time 
(maybe 5-10 minutes), encourage the 
students to end the story and start a new 
one. This will keep them engaged as they’re 
searching for puzzle pieces.

Dear Educator,

It’s not a question of whether or not play is good for kids. We 
already know that it is! Study after study has shown us just how 
valuable play is for students who are growing and developing. Not 
to mention our own intuition as teachers! We see firsthand how 
play helps students:

• Relieve Stress

• Self-Regulate Emotions

• Score Better On Standardized Tests

• Develop a Sense of Curiosity

• Increase Creativity

• Perform Better In School

• Improve Problem-Solving Skills

• Stimulate Brain Development

Pretty impressive, right? With a jam-packed schedule and a 
demanding curriculum, we know just how hard it is to squeeze 
FUN into the school day. Don’t worry — we’ve got you covered 
with six hands-on, play-inspired activities that align perfectly with 
the STEAM curriculum.

Ready to increase the “Genius of Play” in your classroom? 
From a game of “Reverse Storybook Charades” to a 
scavenger hunt that will really get students moving, 
get ready to have some fun!

STEP 1. Divide your students into 
small groups, and assign each group 
a constellation to study. Try to pick 
constellations that have a mythological 
background, such as Pisces, Orion, 
Taurus, and Gemini.

STEP 2. Invite students to research their 
constellations, including how to identify 
the constellation in the night sky and 
the mythological story behind it.

STEP 3. Using giant poster board, have 
students illustrate how the constellation 
looks in the night sky. Using glow paint, 
glitter, or bright markers will really make 
the stars stand out. Once dry, hang 
them on the ceiling.

STEP 4. Turn the lights off in the 
classroom and have everyone find a 
spot to lie down. (If you plan ahead, you 
can even let students bring in a pillow or 
stuffed animal from home.)

STEP 5. Go through each constellation 
on the ceiling, and let the groups talk 
about them. Encourage students to 
share how to locate the constellation 
in the night sky, as well as the legend 
behind it.

STEP 1. Write down book titles that your 
students should know. These can be 
books you’ve been studying or common 
picture books from their childhood. Try to 
select books that have several different 
characters and can be acted out by a 
group. Put all the suggestions in a bin.

STEP 2. Explain Reverse Charades to 
your students. Here’s how it works. 
Instead of having just one person act 
something out, you have a team. So the 
team works together to act out a scene 
from a book, and after a minute, allows 
the rest of the class to guess.

STEP 3. Now that everyone knows how 
to play, gather your first group of four 
to five students. Have them draw a book 
suggestion out of the bin. Then let them 
go into the hallway or another area for 
a few minutes to discuss their strategy 
for acting it out. Remember this is 
charades—no talking!

STEP 4. Once they have a plan, the 
team has one minute to act out the 
book. Don’t forget to set a timer. While 
they are acting it out, other students 
should write down their guesses.

STEP 5. After a minute, give the actors 
and actresses a hand, and then call 
on students to share their answers. 
Select a new set of students, and let 
the game continue!

TELL A PUZZLING STORY
Here’s the cool thing about working a jigsaw puzzle. You’re 
using both the right side (creativity) and left side (logic) of your 
brain at the same time! Try out this activity with students to 
double up on the left-brain, right-brain benefits.

TURN YOUR CLASSROOM 
INTO A PLANETARIUM
Students love studying the stars! Learn how to teach constellations 
in a whole new, creative way while turning your classroom into a 
magical place. Your students will love this natural science activity.

REVERSE STORYBOOK CHARADES
This play activity takes two popular activities—reading and 
pretending—and combines them into a fun game for the classroom. 
It’s not just a standard game of charades, though. It has a twist! 
Ready, set, action!

ACTIVITY #1:

Benefit: Improve Cognitive Abilities
Focus Skills: Storytelling, Speaking, 
Imagination

ACTIVITY #3

Benefit: Increase Creativity
Focus Skills: Astronomy, Research, 
Observation

ACTIVITY #2:

Benefit: Hone Communication Skills
Focus Skills: Storytelling, Inference

Learn more at thegeniusofplay.org

Dear Families,
Your child is exploring the “Genius of Play” in the classroom. Research has 
proven that kids learn better if they PLAY and LEARN together! Continue this 
exploration at home by trying one of these FUN activities.

1  Play a board game. Did you know that nearly all board games have an 
educational benefit? Yahtzee, for instance, builds math skills. Scrabble 
is great for spelling and vocabulary.

2Go on a bug hunt. It’s a great excuse to learn about the natural world. 
Can you identify what you find?

3 Make up stories. Head to the bookshelf to find your child’s favorite book, 
and together spend 5-10 minutes making up a new story with 
the characters from it.

4 Grocery story math. Let your child choose a healthy snack at the grocery 
store if they can do a little math along the way. Give them 5-7 items to 
add up while shopping.

5Color your milk. Use food coloring to turn milk into a fun shade. 
This is a great lesson in color mixing.

6 Make a greeting card. It’s fun to receive a “just because” card. Make one 
together with your child and discuss with them vocabulary choices and 
what bigger words mean.

7Plant something. It’s a good science lesson, and the 
whole family will enjoy waiting for your plant to sprout.

“ Play is the primary way we discover and make sense 
of the world as children.” —PARENTING EXPERT, MEREDITH SINCLAIR

Here’s how it works. Divide your class 
into groups, and then give them the list 
below. Upon discovery of each item, 
invite kids to take a picture of the item 
using a camera or iPad. Then they 
should also attempt to do a related yoga 
pose. For example, what would a spider 
yoga pose look like? A daisy? Once your 
students are back in the classroom, they 
should review their photos. Try to have 
them identify the items they discover, 
and discuss how they tie back to your 
natural sciences unit. Invite students to 
share the yoga poses they invented, too!

• Discover a bug

• Find a flower

• Find 3 different types of leaves

• Look for a sign of an animal (tracks, 
markings, hair, etc.)

• Find two different cloud types

• Collect two different types of rock

• Find a sign of a bird (nest, feather, etc.)

• Find a pinecone, berry, or another  
item from a tree

• Look for a sign of water

• Look for a small, beautiful detail  
from nature

GET READY
This concept is a little tricky at first, so 
it takes a little bit of prep time. Write 
out some common questions related 
to getting to know someone. Here’s the 
trick—they all have to be questions with 
an answer that could be a number. They 
might include things like…

• How many pets do you have?

• What year were you born?

• What day of the month is your birthday?

• How many siblings do you have?

• What’s your favorite number?

• How many pairs of shoes do you think 
you have?

GET SET
Next up, explain to your students how 
the interviews will work. For instance, 
pose the question—how many cats do 
you have? Let’s assume the answer is 2. 

So you would challenge students to give 
the answer in the form of a mathematical 
equation. “The answer is 5 times 4, plus 
10, divided by 3, minus 8.”

AND GO
Now place your students into partners. 
It’s best if they don’t know each other 
that well. Then pose a question and let 
them take turns giving one another an 
equation. (You can make the math as 
simple or complicated as you want.)

STEP 1. Cut out the emoji section on this 
page, and make copies. This is what 
you’ll use to make your Bingo boards.

STEP 2. Paste the emojis onto old Bingo 
boards you already have, or print out 
Bingo templates from online. You can 
have your students help. Just be sure 
to place the emojis randomly on the 
boards.

STEP 3. Create a master set of ALL the 
emojis. We recommend laminating 
them. Put them into a jar to draw from.

STEP 4. Hand out the Bingo boards to 
your students, and give them little beans 
or other small items to mark the emojis 
off.

STEP 5. Have students take turns, 
drawing an emoji card from the jar. As 
they draw it and call it out to the class, 
take a moment to reflect. Have the 
student discuss the specific emotion and 
give a scenario of when they’ve felt this 
way. You might want to prompt them on 
how they’ve dealt with this emotion, too.

STEP 6. Keep playing Emoji Bingo until 
someone wins. Then clear the cards 
and start again. This is a great game 
to play over and over again because 
each student will view or talk about an 
emotion a little differently.

NATURE SCIENCE SCAVENGER HUNT
Kids love scavenger hunts. This one comes with a couple of twists 
because it gets students to focus on nature and the outdoors 
while also incorporating some yoga!

INTERVIEW BY THE NUMBERS
Interviewing is a great activity to develop the talents of young 
writers. Plus, it’s just a good activity to get your students talking 
and getting to know one another. But this isn’t a straightforward 
interview activity. Nope! You have to do a little bit of math in 
order to get the answers.

EMOJI BINGO
Make talking about your feelings fun by playing Emoji Bingo!

WELCOME TO THE 
GENIUS OF PLAY

THE GENIUS OF PLAY 
AT HOME

ACTIVITY #5

Benefit: Develop Physical Skills
Focus Skills: Observation, 
Natural Science, Recording

ACTIVITY #6:

Benefit: Enhance Social Skills
Focus Skills: Communication, 
Speaking, Math

ACTIVITY #4:

Benefit: Process & Express Emotions
Focus Skills: Social-Emotional Learning


